APPENDIX n

RESOLUTIONS AT VREDEDORP MASS MEETING

JOHANNESBURG,
March 30,1913

RESOLUTION I

This Mass Meeting of British Indians, held under the auspices of the
British Indian Association, expresses deep distress and disappointment at the
decision of the Cape Provincial Division of the Supreme Court, whereby non-
Christian Indian marriages, celebrated according to the tenets of the great
faiths prevailing in India, and which marriages are recognised by law in India,
are invalidated and the great religions of India insulted; and respectfully and
earnestly requests the Government to introduce a remedial-legislation recog-
nising the validity of such marriages throughout the Union.

RESOLUTION II

This meeting is of opinion that the decision referred to in the fore-
going resolution is calculated, if logically acted upon, to disturb Indian
domestic relations, to break up established homes, to put husband and wife
asunder, to deprive lawful children of their inheritances or of the advantages,
in some parts of the Union, of the law of inheritance as to succession and
transfer duty, and to prevent the entry into South Africa of the lawful wives
and children of Indians entitled to reside within the Union.

RESOLUTION III

This meeting is further of opinion that the questions arising out of the
decision are of such, vital importance to the British Indian population of South
Africa that, unless the relief requested is granted, it will become the bounden
duty of the community, for the protection of its womanhood and its honour,
to adopt passive resistance.

RESOLUTION IV

This meeting of British Indians authorises the Chairman to forward
copies of the foregoing resolutions to the Union Government, the Imperial
Government and the Indian Government.
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